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Q: Why is this project necessary? 
A: Atlantic City Electric (ACE), in conjunction with PJM Interconnection, the regional transmission organization, 
performed transmission planning studies that identified the potential for multiple contingency transmission system 
overloads and voltage violations starting in the summer of 2015, should the B.L. England facility shut down. Over a 
period of months, ACE and PJM identified certain transmission system upgrades which would, upon completion, 
mitigate the identified transmission system overloads and voltage issues. These upgrades impact 11 different 
substations in total and numerous transmission lines through a combination of replacing, rebuilding, upgrading, 
reconfiguring, and/or installing new transmission lines and substation equipment. Further, should the BL England 
Generating Station repower using natural gas, the transmission system upgrades would likely be needed to maintain 
reliability during that process when the facility is offline. 

Prior to the transmission planning studies, the facilities from the Upper Pittsgrove to Lewis Substations were 
scheduled for replacement in 2020 because of deteriorated hardware and issues with ground line deterioration of 
the lattice tower legs. Additionally, one section of the line from Upper Pittsgrove Substation to Landis Substation 
received a comprehensive inspection in 2014 and there were corrosion and abrasion issues with the hardware 
identified in more than half of the structures. 

Q: What approvals are necessary to move forward? 
A: Company personnel are in the process of conducting the necessary studies and engineering design of the project. 
Once complete, the applicable federal, state and local approvals can be obtained. It is anticipated that land use 
approvals for several aspects of the project, environmental approvals from the State of New Jersey and Federal 
agencies along with standard construction permits will be needed. 

Once there are more complete plans, the company will discuss the proposed permitting plan with the appropriate 
regulatory authorities. 

Q: If the line needs to be rebuilt, why not place it underground? 
A: The existing 80 year-old lattice tower line is within an existing right of way. The replacement of the lattice 
towers with single steel poles will result in a smaller footprint. It is the company’s position that overhead 
construction of transmission lines is the preferred option except in certain unique circumstances where overhead 
construction is not possible. This position is consistent with the positions of other electric utility companies 
operating in the United States. The increased cost of constructing underground transmission infrastructure is 
significant compared to overhead construction, resulting in additional costs to ratepayers. In addition, maintenance 
of underground transmission is more complicated and can add significantly to the time it takes to repair an outage 
and restore service to customers. 
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Q: How much will this project cost and who will pay for it? 
A: At this time, the estimated total cost associated with all transmission system and substation upgrade projects is 
approximately $165 million. As with other PJM projects within the ACE service territory, Atlantic City Electric 
ratepayers would be responsible for the vast majority of the costs which will be spread out over a number of years 
and subject to applicable regulations and approvals. 

Q: Was the company required to do upgrades to the transmission system when it sold B.L. England? 
A: When ACE sold the B.L. England plant to Rockland Capital Cape May Holdings, LLC in 2006, the company 
worked with PJM to construct transmission upgrades needed to prepare for a potential shut down of the plant. 
Since those upgrades were constructed, several changes have occurred that create the need for additional 
upgrades: 
• The retirement of approximately 205 MW of other coastal generation in the area in May 2015. 
• More robust planning criteria was instituted which requires a stronger transmission system that 

can withstand multiple outages without compromising the overall integrity of the system. 




